
MINUTES 

KENTWOOD HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

February 4, 2019 

Present:   Dwell Moore, Debi Crawford-Poyner, Karleen Root, Reagan Adolfo  

Absent:   Ron Covington, Dave Van Dyke, Jackie Moore 

Others present: Lisa Golder 

1.   Approval of Minutes 

There was a correction to the minutes regarding the date of the February Open House.  It was February 

2nd. 

With that correction,  

 

A motion was made by Debi with support from Dwell to approve the minutes for January 2019. 

 

        --Motion Carried— 

 

2.  Kentwood history article for school newsletter 

The February article was regarding William Hardy. There was some discussion as to whether he was from 

Paris Township.  He was the supervisor of Gaines Township, however, for a while Paris and Gaines 

Township were one and the same.  In any case he was the first elected African Americans in the state and 

several of his children are buried at Pinehill Cemetery. 

 

The next article is on the Historic Preservation Commission.  It is a shortened version of Dwell’s 

submitted article, but still may be a little too long.  It asks for photos and old yearbooks.   

 

Next month we may do something to promote the Mary Todd Lincoln presentation or an article on the 

diverse population of Kentwood. 

 

There was additional discussion regarding the diversity in Kentwood.  Dwell said she would like to have 

information collected on this.  The fact that there was a good number of African Americans that ended up 

on Potter Avenue is interesting.  Knocky Smith who is featured in our book, was turned away from a 

roller rink because he was black.  The community began fund raising for a roller rink for all children, 

black and white, and it is still there.  There was discussion regarding the fact that Knocky may have been 

the first African American to graduate from Kelloggsville Schools. 

 

3.  Home Acres Event 

Jackie missed the last meeting in Wyoming so there is no update. 

 

4. Presentations for 2019 

We are scheduled to have the presentation by the Mary Todd Lincoln presenter.  Lisa has secured the 

library community room for April 27th from 12-5.  The presentation will be at 2 and last about 1.5 hours.  

Mrs. Sheri Manthei is the presenter.  She will speak of her upbringing and early life, show she met 



Lincoln, life at the White House, what her children did for fun, and then will discuss several of the 

generals under Lincoln.  She has posters of each general that she will bring.  Lisa will send out 

information on the program to everyone.  She will ask Lisa who handles PR for the city to develop a 

brochure or flyer that we can copy and pass out to various groups such as senior groups, schools, rec 

department, city hall, etc.  The flyers could be handed out at the book sale the weekend before this event.  

Deb will contact the High School to see if there are any kids that need volunteer hours that can help set up 

chairs and put things away.  She will also see if she can get the information to the younger students at 

Kentwood Public Schools.  St. Mark’s Lutheran would be willing to pass out the information as well.  

Grand Rapids Kids would also put this into their list of activities.  KDL has all the information and some 

photos of Mrs. Lincoln so they can use it in their quarterly information.  Debi said that she is a member of 

the Friends of the Library and she will see if they will be willing to split the cost of having the speaker.  

We will have some refreshments but we will buy them so that there are no issues with allergies. We can 

provide some sort of beverage as well. 

 

Lisa will have the brochure ready for the next meeting so we can discuss how to get the word out.   

She will also find out if Mrs. Lincoln would mind if this program were videoed by WKTV.   

 

Jack Bueche from the Wyoming Commission is willing to do a presentation on surveying.  Jackie will 

check with him to see about a time in the summer when he is available.   

 

5. There was additional discussion about the March Open House, scheduled for March 2nd.  Karleen and 

Debi volunteered to be there.  Lisa said that Gerry may have some ideas about the Open House that would 

be easy to accomplish.    

 

There was a motion with support to adjourn the meeting. 

 

6.  Next meeting 

The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Historic Preservation Commission is Monday March 4, 2019 

at 6:00 PM. 

 

 

 


